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October 10, 2001





Honorable Cathy Patterson


Chairman, Judiciary Committee


Council of the District of Columbia 


1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.


Suite 109


Washington, D.C., 20004








RE: Testimony Concerning the “Actual Claims Of Innocence Act of 2001”


	 


Dear Chairman Patterson,





	I am writing you in my capacity as the president of the District of Columbia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, (DCACDL), a local affiliate of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.� As our name implies, many of our members represent criminal defendants in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia; consequently, we are keenly interested in, and very supportive of, the “Actual Claims Of Innocence Act of 2001,”a proposal to amend Title 23-110 of the D.C. official code to allow individuals to file petitions of actual claims of innocence at any time. The attached written comments� are intended to supplement the oral comments which I expect to be made, on behalf of our organization, by myself at your public hearing on Friday, October 12, 2001.











	We hope you find these comments helpful. Thank you for your consideration.








										Respectfully














										Richard K. Gilbert 





�
STATEMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


ASSOCIATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS


IN SUPPORT OF THE “ACTUAL CLAIMS OF INNOCENCE ACT OF 2001”





	On behalf of the District of Columbia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, (DCACDL), I am pleased to appear before the Committee on the Judiciary to testify in support of the “Actual Claims Of Innocence Act of 2001,” the pending proposal to amend Title 23-110 of the D.C. official code to allow individuals to file petitions of actual claims of innocence at any time. This is legislation which will fill a glaring gap in ability of those pers
